Epigenetic-based immune intervention for rheumatic diseases.
Rheumatic disease is a large spectrum of heterogeneous conditions affecting the loco-motor system including joints, muscles, connective tissues, and soft tissues around the joints and bones. Many rheumatic diseases have an element of autoimmunity including systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) and rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Aberrant epigenetic regulation of gene expression is emerging as a major factor within rheumatic disease, and indicates potential new therapeutic avenues of approach to these debilitating conditions. Understanding the precise role of epigenetics in the development and treatment of rheumatic diseases particularly those which have an associated autoimmune element may be important for the long-term management of such conditions.